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Obijective: This study aims to conduct a comparative examination of wisdom in the poetry
of Ferdowsi and al-Mutanabbi, with a particular focus on the imagery and theme of the
“transience and insignificance of the material world.” The goal is to identify the shared
and divergent aspects of their imagery and their approaches to expressing philosophical
concepts.

Method: Drawing on the French School of comparative literature, this research analyzes
and compares the shared images and motifs found in the works of the two poets. It also
investigates the underlying causes of these similarities, including intuitive convergence
of thought, historical simultaneity, shared religious background, and the poets
engagement with the rich Islamic Iranian cultural tradition.

Results: The results indicate that while both poets employ similar motifs and images to
portray the transience of the world, their modes of depiction differ significantly. Ferdowsi,
aiming to instill ethical and philosophical principles in the general public, creates brief,
vivid, forceful, and emotionally stirring images. In contrast, al-Mutanabbi writing within
a courtly environment and seeking the favor of his patrons—tends to craft more complex
and multilayered imagery.

Conclusions: The study concludes that in some cases al-Mutanabbi appears to have been
influenced by Iranian philosophical traditions, while the Shahnameh represents an authentic
reflection of this indigenous wisdom. Thus, the similarities between the two poets” works, in
addition to shared cultural foundations, may also point to deeper intellectual connections
between Iranian and Arabic traditions.
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Introduction
This article refers to the long-standing and continuous cultural and literary connections

between the Persian and Arabic languages and emphasizes the necessity of a comparative
examination of the relationships between the literatures of these two traditions. Comparative
literature studies the intellectual and literary exchanges among nations, and within the French
School of comparative literature, attention is given not only to linguistic differences but also to
historical evidence and shared sources of inspiration that demonstrate literary connections among
different cultures.

According to this perspective, literary works are generally the result of interaction and mutual
influence among cultures. Their durability and lasting significance are achieved when they
transcend ethnic and linguistic boundaries and engage with the literatures of other nations through
shared human themes and universal cultural motifs. Furthermore, due to the influence of religious
teachings, ethical and philosophical concepts occupy an important place in both Persian and
Arabic literary texts. In literary terminology, wisdom refers to a concise, eloquent, and thoughtful
statement that conveys moral advice and a profound reflection on life and existence. Its sources
may include human experience, philosophical reflection, divine revelation, religious teachings,
and ethical values.

Method

Drawing on the French School of comparative literature, this research analyzes and compares
the shared images and motifs found in the works of the two poets. It also investigates the
underlying causes of these similarities, including intuitive convergence of thought, historical
simultaneity, shared religious background, and the poets engagement with the rich Islamic Iranian
cultural tradition.

Results

The results indicate that while both poets employ similar motifs and images to portray the
transience of the world, their modes of depiction differ significantly. Ferdowsi, aiming to instill
ethical and philosophical principles in the general public, creates brief, vivid, forceful, and
emotionally stirring images. In contrast, al-Mutanabbi writing within a courtly environment and
seeking the favor of his patrons—tends to craft more complex and multilayered imagery.

Conclusions

1. The shared didactic themes in the poetry of al-Mutanabbl and Ferdowsl including the
transience and worthlessness of the worldly life and its related motifs are abundantly evident and
open to analysis. In addition to differences in poetic form and style, there are also divergences at
the level of personality and individuality: among them are FerdowsI’s humility, his adherence to
ethical and religious principles, and his firm belief in the Hereafter, as opposed to the pride and
self-glorification that pervade the poetry of al-Mutanabbl.
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2. The Shl affiliation of the two poets, Islamic culture, ancient Iranian wisdom, and classical
Arab wisdom all serve as sources of poetic inspiration for the sapiential contents of their verse.
Al-Mutanabbi, due to the penetration of Iranian wisdom into Arabic texts and culture as well as
his journey to Iran, was influenced by Iranian thought, which in turn led to affinities with the
Shahnameh, the most authentic manifestation of that wisdom. Ferdowsi, likewise, owing to his
extensive familiarity with Arabic culture and literature and his direct grounding in the authentic
Iranian tradition, created many similar sapiential themes to those of al-Mutanabbl. This attests,
on the one hand, to Ferdowst’s direct indebtedness to Iran’s rich cultural heritage and, on the
other, to the influence of Iranian thought on Arab culture through the translation of texts and
various cultural encounters.

3. Ferdowsl builds a palace whose summit touches the sky and remains safe from the
vicissitudes of time, whereas al-Mutanabbi, using the same building materials, erects low,
single-storey houses.

4. The intricate images in al-Mutanabbi’s poetry which call for commentary and careful
reflection arise from the exigencies of panegyric and courtly verse, while Ferdowsi’s imagery is
lucid, forceful, affective, and addressed to the common people.
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