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Introduction
Persian didactic literature has historically maintained a profound and inseparable relationship

with Islamic ethical and religious texts. Among these sources, Nahj al-Balagha, a compilation of
sermons, letters, and aphorisms attributed to Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (AS), occupies a uniquely
influential position in shaping moral, educational, and social thought in Islamic civilization.
Owing to its conceptual richness, rhetorical excellence, and comprehensive humanistic outlook,
Nah;j al-Balagha has served not only as a theological and philosophical reference but also as a
lasting source of inspiration for Persian literary culture.Sadi Shirazi (d. 691 AH), one of the most
prominent figures of classical Persian literature, represents a pivotal link between Islamic ethical
teachings and Persian literary expression. His major works, Bustan and Golestan, are widely
recognized as exemplary manifestations of moral and educational discourse articulated through
literary elegance and lived human experience. Numerous scholars have emphasized that a
substantial portion of Sadi's ethical worldview is rooted in Islamic sources, particularly the Quran
and Nahj al-Balagha. This study aims to examine, through a comparative and analytical approach,
the extent and nature of Sadi's intellectual and literary engagement with Nah;j al-Balagha. Relying
exclusively on the textual evidence and analytical framework provided in the original dissertation,
and deliberately avoiding the introduction of external sources, the article investigates how Alid
ethical teachings are reflected, transformed, and rearticulated in Sadi's works. The central research
question addresses the levels at which this influence operates namely conceptual, rhetorical, and
educational and explores the creative strategies through which Sadi adapts these teachings to
Persian language and literary taste.The findings demonstrate that the influence of Nahj al-Balagha
on Sadi is neither superficial nor merely thematic, but rather deep, structural, and systematic. At
the rhetorical level, both texts share a common understanding of eloquence (fasaha) and rhetoric
(balagha) as ethical instruments rather than ornamental devices. In Nahj al-Balagha, clarity of
expression and appropriateness to context serve moral guidance and intellectual awakening. Sadi
mirrors this approach by employing lucid language, brevity, metaphor, and narrative exempla to
guide readers toward ethical reflection rather than rhetorical display. In the domain of speech
ethics, both Imam Ali and Sadi emphasize the precedence of thought over utterance, the moral
value of silence, and the dangers of unrestrained speech. Nah;j al-Balagha consistently presents
language as a reflection of inner reason and moral character, while Sadi translates this principle
into vivid poetic and narrative forms that highlight the social and ethical consequences of speech.
This convergence underscores a shared conception of discourse as a moral act with individual
and communal ramifications.The study further reveals a strong parallel in their views on moral
education, particularly in childhood and adolescence. In Letter 31 of Nah;j al-Balagha, early
ethical cultivation is described as a decisive factor in character formation, with the child's soul
likened to fertile land receptive to any seed. Sadi echoes this pedagogical vision through
memorable metaphors such as the "green wood," emphasizing the necessity of early discipline,
balanced affection, and the integration of intellect and virtue.In their treatment of knowledge,
both sources advocate the concept of "beneficial knowledge" (ilm nafi), defined by its inseparable
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connection to action, sincerity, and moral intention. Nahj al-Balagha warns against knowledge
divorced from practice, portraying it as a moral liability rather than an asset. Sadi reinforces this
critique by condemning scholars who lack ethical commitment and by privileging humility,
prayer, and sincerity as conditions for true learning.

Finally, the comparative analysis of moderation, contentment, and asceticism reveals a shared
ethical framework for regulating individual and social life. In Nah;j al-Balagha, moderation is a
foundational principle safeguarding personal integrity and social justice, while contentment
liberates individuals from the bondage of greed. Sadi rearticulates these values through poetic
wisdom and social narratives, presenting asceticism not as withdrawal from the world but as
freedom from excessive attachment to it. In both texts, contentment functions as a precondition
for generosity, social solidarity, and moral responsibility.In conclusion, this study establishes that
Nabhj al-Balagha provides a coherent ethical and educational paradigm that profoundly informs
Sadi's literary and moral vision. Sadi emerges as a cultural mediator who translates Alid wisdom
from its original Arabic, religious context into accessible, enduring Persian literary forms. The
relationship between Nahj al-Balagha and Sadi's works is thus best understood as a deep
intellectual and ethical continuity rather than a surface-level influence. This finding not only
enhances our understanding of Sadi's thought but also highlights the capacity of Nah;j al-Balagha
to inspire enduring moral discourse within Persian Islamic culture and offers a valuable model
for interdisciplinary research in ethics, literature, and Islamic education.

Method

The research method is based on the analysis of texts and intertextual evidence from Nah;j al-
Balagha (including its sermons, letters, and maxims) and their comparison with selected passages
from Sa'di's Golestan, Boostan, ghazals, and moral admonitions. In this process, efforts have been
made to rigorously evaluate the accuracy of the comparisons and citations by referring to
authoritative literary and historical sources.

Results

The findings indicate that Sa'di was influenced by Alavid thought not only at a
conceptual level but also in linguistic layers, ethical imagery, and educational perspective.
This influence, rather than being a superficial imitation, represents a creative
reinterpretation of the fundamental concepts of Nahj al-Balagha within the framework of
Persian language and literary taste, which has enriched the ethical themes in his works.

Conclusions

This study, through a comparative examination of the teachings of Nahj al-Balagha and the
works of Sadi, demonstrates that Sadi's indebtedness to Alavid wisdom is profound and structural.
Sadi has not only recreated the concepts of Nahj al-Balagha in terms of expressive modes but also
in ethical and educational dimensions, employing literary language and Persian aesthetic taste. In
the realm of speech ethics, both sources emphasize measured speech and the value of wise silence.
Concerning moral education, they concur on the priority of childhood upbringing and the
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fundamental role of discipline and rationality. In the domain of knowledge and epistemology,
both underscore "beneficial knowledge" (al-ilm al-nafi) and critique scholars who are devoid of
practice. Regarding moderation and contentment, they consider temperance as the foundational
principle of ethical life.The ultimate finding is that Sadi serves as an intermediary link,
transmitting Alavid wisdom from the level of religious doctrine to the sphere of everyday life and
Persian culture. This profound connection signifies both the substantial capacity of Nahj al-
Balagha to inspire Muslim men of letters and Sadi's pivotal role in the localization and
perpetuation of these teachings within Iranian-Islamic culture.
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