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Objective: This study aimed to investigate the relationship between reverse migration
and the resulting social pathologies in Bandar Khamir City and analyses the economic,
cultural, social, political, infrastructural, environmental and psychological factors that
drive this phenomenon.

Method: The quantitative study used a descriptive-analytical approach and collected data
from a sample of 300 subjects using standardized questionnaires with confirmed
reliability (Cronbach's alpha). Spearman correlation, multiple regression, and path
analysis were used to investigate the relationship between variables.

Results: The results showed that all incentives are positively and significantly correlated
with reverse migration. The economic incentive showed the strongest correlation (r = 0.45)
and the environmental incentive the weakest (r = 0.28). In addition, a multiple regression
analysis confirmed that incentives are relevant to economic, social, psychological, cultural,
infrastructural, and environmental variables. The policy motivation was close to statistical
significance. Path analysis showed that reverse migration, which is a proxy variable, has a
direct positive impact on the incidence of social disorders.

Conclusions: These results underline the need to address multi-faceted incentives and to
manage the social consequences of reverse migration in order to ensure Bandar Khamir's
sustainable development. The findings provide critical guidance for policy making to mitigate
social ills and strengthen regional infrastructure.
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Introduction
This introduction examines migration as a key driver of demographic transformations,

particularly in developing countries such as Iran. The concentration on urban development and
the concurrent neglect of rural areas has precipitated large-scale rural-to-urban migration,
resulting in adverse consequences including population congestion, environmental pollution,
increased social harms, and a decline in the rural labor force.In recent decades, the phenomenon
of reverse migration (return migration from urban to rural areas) has intensified due to the
challenges inherent in metropolitan life, such as pollution, escalating living costs, and
psychological pressures. However, ineffective government policies and economic hardships
have, in certain instances, rendered this form of migration a forced necessity. This trend has
induced changes in the traditional identity and structural composition of rural communities,
underscoring the critical need for scholarly investigation.

The objective of this research is to conduct a sociological analysis of reverse migration and its
associated social harms in Bandar Khamir County. The central research question investigates the
relationship between reverse migration and social harms in this region, as well as the underlying
factors and motivations that have shaped this phenomenon as a migratory strategy.

Method

The quantitative study used a descriptive-analytical approach and collected data from a sample
of 300 subjects using standardized questionnaires with confirmed reliability (Cronbach's alpha).
Spearman correlation, multiple regression, and path analysis were used to investigate the
relationship between variables.

Results

The results showed that all incentives are positively and significantly correlated with
reverse migration. The economic incentive showed the strongest correlation (r = 0.45) and
the environmental incentive the weakest (r = 0.28). In addition, a multiple regression
analysis confirmed that incentives are relevant to economic, social, psychological, cultural,
infrastructural, and environmental variables. The policy motivation was close to statistical
significance. Path analysis showed that reverse migration, which is a proxy variable, has a
direct positive impact on the incidence of social disorders.

Conclusions

This study was conducted to investigate the relationship between reverse migration and its
associated social harms in Bandar Khamir County, utilizing data collected from 300 elites and
return migrants. The findings indicate that reverse migration is a multidimensional phenomenon,
with economic and cultural incentives emerging as the most significant influencing factors,
respectively. This phenomenon entails considerable social consequences, including an increase
in social harms.
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Comparison with Previous Research:

Domestic Research: The findings of this study are consistent with the research of Yaghoubi
and Zobeydi (2023), Manafi Azar et al. (2021), and Rabbani et al. (2011) regarding the pivotal
role of economic factors. However, they differ from the study by Mazidi and Zare Shahabadi
(2006), which found economic factors to be insignificant in Tehran. This discrepancy can be
attributed to differences in the target population and the type of migration under investigation.
International Research: The findings align with studies by Behan and Brown (2023), Liu (2011),
and Collier et al. (2022) concerning the role of socio-economic factors, human capital, and
development policies in reverse migration.

Conclusion and Recommendations:

Reverse migration in Bandar Khamir is primarily driven by economic factors, quality of life
considerations, and local characteristics (such as climate). To manage this phenomenon
effectively and mitigate the resulting social harms, the following strategies are recommended:

1. Sustainable Employment Creation: To prevent unemployment and poverty, and to transform
the return of migrants into genuine regional development.

2. Attention to Local Culture: Development planning must be aligned with local culture and
aim to preserve social cohesion.

3. Targeted Social Interventions: Implementation of preventive programs to address harms
such as addiction and domestic violence.

4. Strengthening Social Capital: Establishing support networks and fostering public
participation to enhance well-being.

5. Infrastructure Development: Upgrading educational, healthcare, and welfare services to
accommodate demographic changes..
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