Lorestan University

l.? ) New Research in Islamic Humanities Studies  Online ISSN : 2980 - 8944

)

https://api.lu.ac.ir/

Investigating the Sociological Challenges of Realizing the Modern Islamic
Civilization in the Statement of the Second Step of the Revolution: An Analysis

Hasan Khanjari!

of Structural and Cultural Obstacles

, Ensiyeh Mahini2™ "=/ Bagher Gorgin3'!*', and Habib Paasalarzadeh?

1. Phd Student of Sociology, Bushehr Branch, Islamic Azad University, Bushehr, Iran. Email: khanjari.hassanl@gmail.com

2. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor of Department of Islamic Studies, Bushehr Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Bushehr, Iran. Email: nc1388@gmail.com

3. Assistant Professor of Department of Islamic Studies, Bushehr Branch, Islamic Azad University, Bushehr, Iran.

Email: b_gorgin65@yahoo.com

4. Assistant Professor of Department of Sociology, Bushehr Branch, Islamic Azad University, Bushehr, Iran.

Email: paasalar@gmail.com

Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Objective: This research analyzes the sociological challenges of realizing the modern
Research Article

Article history:

Received 24 September 2025
Received in revised form 24
November 2025

Accepted 03 January 2026
Available online 13 January
2026

Keywords:

Statement of the Second Step
of the Revolution,

Modern Islamic Civilization,
Sociology,

Structural Obstacles,
Cultural Obstacles

Islamic civilization as articulated in the Statement of the Second Step of the Revolution,
with a particular focus on structural and cultural obstacles. The study aims to identify the
most significant structural barriers (including institutional inefficiency, underutilization
of human capacity, and neglect of priorities) and cultural barriers (such as outward-
looking orientation, weakness in insight and unity, and extremism) from the perspective
of the Statement.

Method: Employing a qualitative content analysis approach with a descriptive-analytical
method, this study examines the text of the Statement as the primary data source through
purposive sampling.

Results: The findings reveal that these obstacles interact synergistically to disrupt social
cohesion and progress; for instance, institutional inefficiency fosters cultural dependency,
while weakness in unity diminishes human participation. Comparison with similar studies
highlights the unique dimensions of Iran's challenges.

Conclusions: Recommendations include structural reform, strengthening self-belief, and
promoting insight to overcome these barriers. By providing a theoretical and practical
framework, this study contributes to the development of civilization-building literature and
proposes solutions for realizing the Statement's objectives, which pave the way for human

flourishing and preparation for the advent of Imam Mahdi (may God hasten his reappearance).
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Introduction
Islamic civilization began with Prophet Muhammad's (PBUH) mission in Medina, reached its

zenith by the 5th century AH, but declined due to external invasions and internal challenges. After
failed revival attempts, Iran's 1979 Islamic Revolution sparked renewed Islamic awakening and
rethinking of Islamic civilization.

The 2018 Statement of the Second Step of the Revolution serves as a strategic roadmap for
entering the phase of "self-construction, society-building, and civilization-building," envisioning
a dynamic, progressive Islamic civilization as a model for human flourishing. However, realizing
this vision faces structural obstacles (e.g., institutional inefficiency) and cultural obstacles (e.g.,
dependency on foreign models) explicitly mentioned in the Statement. Previous research has
inadequately analyzed these sociological challenges. This study aims to identify these obstacles
and answer: "What are the most significant structural and cultural obstacles to realizing modern
Islamic civilization from the perspective of the Second Step Statement?" Using a
descriptiveanalytical method, this research contributes to civilization-building literature and
provides practical guidance for policymakers.

Method
Employing a qualitative content analysis approach with a descriptive-analytical method, this
study examines the text of the Statement as the primary data source through purposive sampling.

Results

The findings reveal that these obstacles interact synergistically to disrupt social cohesion
and progress; for instance, institutional inefficiency fosters cultural dependency, while
weakness in unity diminishes human participation. Comparison with similar studies
highlights the unique dimensions of Iran's challenges.

Conclusions

This research concludes that the realization of the Modern Islamic Civilization the overarching
goal of the manifesto on the Second Phase of the Islamic Revolution faces two primary categories
of obstacles: structural and cultural. These obstacles interact with one another, forming a vicious
cycle. Structural barriers (such as institutional inefficiency and the suboptimal utilization of
human resources) and cultural barriers (such as dependence on foreign models and a lack of unity)
mutually reinforce each other, thereby complicating the process of civilization-building. A
comparison with countries like Malaysia and Turkey indicates that while some challenges are
shared, the manifesto's emphasis on religious and revolutionary identity lends these obstacles a
unique dimension within the Iranian context. To overcome these challenges, the study proposes
the following strategies: 1. Structural reform through the implementation of meritocracy and
scientific planning. 2. Maximizing the participation of youth and elites by supporting innovation.
3. Strengthening cultural self-belief and Iranian-Islamic identity through media and education. 4.
Enhancing insight and awareness to foster social cohesion and a clearer understanding of
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adversarial threats. Finally, the research emphasizes that without coordination between structural
reform and cultural reinforcement, the achievement of a Modern Islamic Civilization will be
delayed. Implementing these proposed strategies requires "collective effort" and "revolutionary
management."
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