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Introduction
The education system of any society is one of the primary pillars for the transmission of culture

and is dependent on factors such as religion, politics, and social structure. According to Emile
Durkheim, the educational system is a product of the entire society's interaction, and its study
enables the understanding of other social institutions. Furthermore, examining the history of
education serves as a tool for comprehending both the present and the past. At the beginning of
the third century AD, Iran consisted of scattered and internally conflicted territories. With the rise
of the Sassanids (224-652 AD), Iran was unified under a centralized state. Sassanid society was
founded on the two pillars of "blood and property" and possessed a rigid class system rooted in
the Median era. In this system, the nobility and aristocrats were distinguished from the common
people by their attire, privileges, and higher social status, and individuals were unable to change
their social class.

This class system influenced all aspects of life, including education. In ancient Iran, the
concept of public education in its modern sense did not exist; education was primarily reserved
for the privileged classes. Despite the importance of this topic, few studies have comprehensively
examined the impact of the class system on public education during the Sassanid era. Therefore,
the present study, employing a descriptive analytical method, seeks to answer the question: What
was the relationship between the class system and public education in the Sassanid era?.

Method

This qualitative study employs a descriptive-analytical approach. Historical data were collected
and analyzed using credible sources to clarify how the class structure influenced educational
policies.

Results

The findings indicate that public education in the Sassanid era was largely restricted to
the elite and nobility, while the general population remained illiterate. Vocational training
was primarily transmitted within families and tribes. The limited education provided to the
masses by Zoroastrian priests (Mobeds) was mainly aimed at socialization and reinforcing
class identity to maintain the existing social order.

Conclusions

Education has always been an ongoing and pervasive phenomenon throughout the history of
ancient Iran. The rich historical tapestry of Iran and its distinguished geographical location
situated at the crossroads of communication routes between the East and the West attest that this
invaluable land repeatedly suffered from the invasions of foreign peoples. The victorious tribes
consistently endeavored to impose their own values and ideologies upon the nation.
Consequently, education and educational institutions played an irreplaceable role in transmitting
the conquerors' thoughts to the masses. During the Sassanid era, in accordance with the tenets
and beliefs of the Zoroastrian religion, a class system under religious and social control was firmly
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established. Class-based oppression was imposed upon the common people, who had no choice
but submission and acquiescence to the tyranny of the rulers and social injustice. Disobedience
to the commands of the king and the Zoroastrian priests (Mobeds) was tantamount to defiance of
divine ordinances. Corruption and nepotism within the state apparatus and the dominance of the
clergy heightened public dissatisfaction, and discontent spread increasingly.

During this period, perhaps the beliefs and decisions of the clergy overshadowed the
fundamental principles of Zoroastrianism, transforming Zoroastrian thought into the ideology of
the Magi. While Zoroastrian doctrine recommended welcoming those who seek knowledge and
art and teaching them what is appropriate, in practice, public education in its modern sense was
non-existent; it was solely accessible to the nobility and privileged classes. The common people
remained in complete illiteracy, deprived of the sciences and knowledge of their age. Limited
exceptions did exist; if an individual from the lower classes demonstrated exceptional talent in a
particular field, they could, by presenting this talent to the king, the courtiers, and the priests,
ascend to the higher classes although this path was not accessible to many. Sassanid kings held
the belief that ordinary people should not be appointed to important state affairs; therefore, they
trained individuals from the privileged classes for civil and military responsibilities. The lower
strata of society received their specific vocational training within the family and tribe and had no
opportunity to benefit from state-provided education. Although for a brief period, kings such as
Khosrow Anushirvan attempted to establish justice and equality in a conservative manner, due to
the substantial influence of the Zoroastrian clergy, these efforts did not come to fruition. During
this time, individuals recognized as elites, irrespective of their social class, had the possibility of
changing class and moving from a lower to a higher stratum; however, the Zoroastrian clergy
sometimes created obstacles along this path. For instance, in one historical account, a person from
the lower classes who excelled in music sought to meet the king but was denied permission by
the court minstrel. Upon learning that the king intended to travel, he climbed a tree and began to
play music. The king, hearing his melody, ordered the caravan to halt; thus, the man was able to
meet the king and attain his rightful position and rank. During this era, the class system and the
influence of the privileged classes and the Zoroastrian clergy had erected a great wall between
themselves and the masses a wall that also encompassed the educational system, such that
education was not exempt from the prevailing discriminations.
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