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Objective: One of the objectives of this dissertation is to analyze the flaws and challenges
within Iran's criminal policy approach towards economic crimes. Additionally, it aims to
examine the impacts of the proliferation of such crimes, which hinder the government's
achievement of national objectives in the realm of economic security and jeopardize
public security.

Method: This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach,
through an examination of existing documents and legislation within the domain of
economic crimes and Iran's criminal policy.

Results: The findings indicate that the lack of a clear definition for economic crimes, the
multiplicity of legislative authorities, pluralism in judicial criminal policy, a populist
punitive approach, the absence of a coherent and unified criminal policy, and the security-
oriented nature of the criminal policy are among the challenges and shortcomings present
in Iran's current criminal policy regarding economic crimes. Furthermore, the legislature's
hastiness in drafting laws related to economic corruption has impeded the formation of a
coherent and decisive penal policy.

Conclusions: Iran's legislative policy, which is primarily based on deterrent, retributive, and
punitive characteristics, cannot function as an effective criminal policy capable of curbing
delinquency, particularly corruption within the economic system. To efficiently combat
economic crimes, there is a perceived need to formulate a coherent, rational criminal policy

that is grounded in the economic capacities of society.
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Introduction
Today, economic delinquency or crimes, in the broad sense of the term, have become a global

concern due to their adverse political, economic, and social consequences. The extent and
manifestations of economic and financial delinquency, and the scope of their effects, undoubtedly
vary depending on the type of political-economic system governing countries. However, the
globalization of commercial, banking, financial, and economic relations and exchanges has also
given a global dimension to some aspects of economic crime. Economic criminal law fulfills its
role and mission by defining the nature of any transgression against the prevailing economic values
in society within criminal texts. Consequently, criminal law also reflects the economic values in
society. Therefore, legislative economic criminal policy expresses and describes economic values
at the societal level. The Islamic Penal Code of 2013, as a central law in criminal matters, has
identified certain instances of economic crime in an exclusive manner and established relevant
provisions. However, this law faces challenges and ambiguities in this regard; the most important
of these ambiguities pertain to the concept and meaning of economic crimes, the scope of included
instances, the adopted criminal policy, and its level of proportionality and effectiveness.

In such a situation, examining and critiquing the law's performance in identifying this important
category of crimes, considering societal demands and the significance of the subject from a criminal
perspective, is essential. By critiquing the law's approach to economic crimes, its most significant
flaws in the area of identifying the structure of economic crimes are: the unclear position and
concept of this category, the lack of criteria for identifying its instances, deficiencies and
ambiguities in the enumerated instances, and an overemphasis and focus on corruptive crimes while
equating economic crime with governmental corruption.

Method

This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach, through an
examination of existing documents and legislation within the domain of economic crimes and Iran's
criminal policy.

Results

The findings indicate that the lack of a clear definition for economic crimes, the multiplicity of
legislative authorities, pluralism in judicial criminal policy, a populist punitive approach, the
absence of a coherent and unified criminal policy, and the security-oriented nature of the criminal
policy are among the challenges and shortcomings present in Iran's current criminal policy
regarding economic crimes. Furthermore, the legislature's hastiness in drafting laws related to
economic corruption has impeded the formation of a coherent and decisive penal policy.

Conclusions

The findings of this research indicate that Iran's criminal policy in confronting economic crimes
particularly within the context of cyberspace faces a set of structural, conceptual, and executive
challenges that have severely undermined its efficacy in effectively preventing and combating this
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category of crimes. The first and most fundamental flaw is the lack of a refined and comprehensive
conceptual definition of economic crime within Iran's legislative system; a deficiency that has led
to ambiguity in identifying instances, inconsistency in judicial procedures, and a lack of
coordination in penal policymaking, ultimately jeopardizing the coherence of the criminal justice
system. The analysis reveals that the Iranian legislator, instead of adopting a conceptual and
strategic approach, has largely resorted to an exhaustive yet scattered identification of specific
instances of economic crimes and has neglected to clarify the protected economic values and the
objectives of criminal policy in this domain. This approach, especially within the dynamic
conditions of the digital economy and the proliferation of economic crimes in cyberspace, is not
only inadequate but, due to its conceptual stagnation, also deprives the penal legal system of the
capacity to confront emerging forms of economic delinquency. On the other hand, the research
results indicate that the criminal policy governing economic crimes in Iran is predominantly
punitive, security oriented, and reliant on repressive measures. This policy, founded upon
deterrence, harsher punishments, and extensive criminalization, has not only failed to lead to a
significant reduction in economic crimes but has also produced adverse effects by fostering
phenomena such as penal inflation, undermining public trust, reducing the social stigma of crime,
and increasing citizen dissatisfaction. In other words, Iran's legislative and judicial experience
demonstrates that sole reliance on a reactive criminal policy, without strengthening proactive and
non-penal preventive mechanisms, cannot provide an adequate response to the complexity of
economic crimes, especially in cyberspace. In the domain of cyberspace, the present research shows
that the filtering and blocking policy, as the most significant tool of negative policymaking, faces
serious legal and functional shortcomings. A lack of transparency, multiplicity of decision-making
bodies, a top-down approach, the inefficacy of technical filtering tools, and disregard for the
participation of non-state actors have resulted in this policy not only failing to achieve its preventive
objectives but also, in some cases, leading to violations of citizens' fundamental rights, including
freedom of expression, the right of access to information, and the privacy of personal data. This has
created an apparent conflict between the prevailing criminal policy and the requirements of human
rights and good governance in cyberspace.

The findings also confirm that the weakness of proactive and preventive criminal policy is one
of the fundamental causes of failure in controlling economic crimes. Factors such as deficiencies in
the oversight system, a lack of coordination among the three branches of government, the absence
of public awareness campaigns, unemployment, economic inequality, inflation, job insecurity, and
structural flaws within the administrative and economic systems have reinforced the underlying
conditions for the commission of economic crimes. Under such circumstances, without identifying
and reforming these criminogenic conditions, any intensification of penal responses will merely
serve as a temporary palliative. In summary, the essential conclusion of this research is that
effectively combating economic crimes in Iran necessitates a transition from an authoritarian and
punitive criminal policy towards a coherent, rational, participatory, and balanced criminal policy.
This policy should holistically incorporate proactive prevention, the reform of economic and
administrative structures, enhancing transparency, strengthening intelligent oversight mechanisms,
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increasing media literacy, protecting citizens' fundamental rights in cyberspace, and institutional
coordination, alongside proportionate and targeted penal responses. Only under the auspices of such
an approach can one hope for the sustainable containment of economic crimes, the assurance of
economic security, and the enhancement of public trust in the criminal justice system.
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1. Freedom of expression
2. National rights

3. Constiutional rights

4. Human rights
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