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Obijective: The main goal of the present study is to analyze and understand the strands of
thought and perception of constitutionalism in the text of public law, by carefully
considering the literary fields of the Constitutional Era. Therefore, the secondary goal of
this study can provide the ground for a better understanding of the perceptions and views
about the Constitutional Era in the Iranian constitutional legal order, to some extent, and
in this respect, it is novel.

Method: This research, with an analytical-descriptive approach and using a historical
approach, explores the two perspectives of poetry and prose in the Constitutional Era.
Therefore, in the following article, with a pause in the concept of constitutional
governance and a brief reflection on its nature, we will address the two important literary
areas of the Constitutional Era (poetry and prose) that the thinkers of the period in
question relied on to express their emotions and opinions.

Results: The findings of the research show that the flashes of legalism and
constitutionalism, in the period before the constitutional event, were first manifested and
emerged in the form of beautiful and intellectual poems based on passion and emotion,
as well as in the form of plays, short treatises, statements or descriptions of memories,
and each of these works was somehow effective in conveying the thoughts and mindsets
of the constitutionalists. The ideas arising from the text of political and legal theories,
regardless of our logic and attitude towards them, are somehow intertwined with the field
of literature and the nuances and themes of Persian poetry and prose texts.

Conclusion: The results of the research make it clear that in fact, understanding the concepts
and ideas of public law will not be properly understood and will not produce results based on
legal realities unless they are combined with literary taste, anecdotes, and examples from the
history of literature and ancient roots.
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Introduction
As seen in the present study, all discussion is around an overall thought and it is to explore

relations among citizens and state in the way of power exercise in public rights so that if this term
is omitted from research title, there remain no discussion. In fact, it is the same thinking that
motivate author to address it and has caused it novelty. As pointed out, citizens are the main issue
in such thinking and all involvements are in their name and demand. Hence, whatever external
facts, it seems that citizens are eternal and everlasting stakeholders of this important public law
and as explained in the present paper, they are recognized as rightful creatures. In fact, such
recognition is a step beyond citizenship identity and show their rightful identity: an identity which
consider right owners (= people) as the main owners of governance. Such right since the time of
emergence has been involved in many ups and downs and is challenged. In the discussed period
in present study (constitutional), although there was no clear consideration on rightful concept, a
mindset near to it in the framework of law demanding thought it has been the circuit of movement
by constitutionalists. Hence, by focusing on constitutional literature in two areas of poem and
prose, constitutional age poets’ approach on power is considered.

Research Questions

In the overall framework of the present paper, addressing the question of what grounds,
reasons, and necessities encourage constitutionalists to use them in Persian literature (poetry
and prose) is, inter alia, the radical research question. Likewise, a consequential question is to
what extent effective language capabilities are involved in building public laws through thought
and transformation in public comprehension?

Method

In the present paper, by utilizing an analytical (cause and effect) technique and a multilateral
approach to literary, historical, and legal concepts, we attempt to explore the relation between
power and language in the constitutional age and find political thinking in prose literature in the
constitutional age by reviewing media and texts.

Results

Along with this research in the framework of prose analysis, the use of simple language to
express political purpose first appeared in prose and then in constitutional poetry. Although such
simple writing was not problematic in prose, there were problems in poetry that were seriously
affected by the traditional format. Despite this issue, and since constitutionalists have well
understood that fighting against colonialism cannot be achieved without fighting against internal
tyranny and fighting against Qajar tyrannists’ power and then people’s governance rights, they
resort to attracting their main audiences, namely the public. Hence, constitutional poetry was the
frankest response to the historical necessity of constitutional movement. Its trait was hidden in
fighting against tyranny and colonialism. Praying for freedom, law demanding, anti-tyranny, free
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pen and expression, establishment of constitutional administration, and, more importantly, the
nation’s governance rights are, inter alia, the most important constitutional poetry demands.

Conclusion

Based on the conducted analysis in the present paper and by considering the findings of the
present research, one can conclude that during the presidency of Mirza Hussien Khan Sepahsalar
Qazvini, especially as the Minister for Foreign Affairs, important books and theses were written
and translated to get familiar with thinking transformations and Western philosophy. In this vein,
and for instance, the “Tamsilat” book by Mirza Fathali Akhundzadeh translated by Mirza Jafar
Qaracheh Daghi was published with such a purpose. Likewise, among the theses and handbooks
with political themes was “Gheibi Handbook or Tanzimat (settings) Thesis” by Mirza Malkom
Khan with a very simple and fluent prose. Another one was the “One Word” book by Mirza Yusuf
Khan Tabrizi, who introduced the main items of the French Human Rights Declaration. In fact,
one can conclude that many years before the constitutional age, and due to social and political
needs, it became a priority to select a simple language to transfer meanings to the public. Hence,
constitutionalists resort to Persian literature in language and public culture: a prose which is
simple and clean and far from prolixity, with the aim of rapid transfer of the meanings to the
public. Finally, it should be added that in most social and critical writings in the constitutional
age, learning and conducting were seen as the fundamental purposes and in addition to aware
people, the authors attempt to assimilate the way of progress and improvement to readers which
can be seen as an objective and tangible conclusion and the result of historical experiences and
the mindsets of constitutional age writers.
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