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Obijective: The main objective of this study is to conduct a comparative analysis of the
challenges of civil liability in cyberspace within the legal systems of Iran and the United
Kingdom. This research seeks to identify the similarities and differences between these
two legal systems and to propose solutions for addressing legal deficiencies and
strengthening effective legal frameworks aimed at protecting users’ rights in cyberspace.
Method: This study adopts a comparative approach to examine and analyze the laws,
regulations, and judicial practices related to civil liability in cyberspace in the legal
systems of Iran and the United Kingdom. The data were collected through library-based
sources, academic articles, and existing legal texts. Subsequently, the legal, judicial,
executive, technical, and cultural challenges associated with civil liability in cyberspace
were analyzed.

Results: The findings indicate that in Iranian law, the lack of alignment between existing
laws and technological developments, the absence of specific regulations governing
cyberspace, and weaknesses in the enforcement of laws constitute the main challenges.
In the United Kingdom, despite the presence of advanced legal frameworks such as the
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), issues such as difficulties in determining
the liability of anonymous users and the need to adapt laws to emerging technologies
remain significant. Moreover, in both countries, challenges such as limited legal
awareness among users, weaknesses in the culture of responsible use of cyberspace, and
cybersecurity threats are evident.

Conclusion: The comparative analysis demonstrates that both the Iranian and British
legal systems face similar challenges regarding civil liability in cyberspace. The adoption
of comprehensive and specialized legislation for cyberspace, the promotion of a culture
of responsibility among users, investment in technological and cybersecurity
infrastructures, and the expansion of international cooperation can contribute to

improving the protection of users’ rights and enhancing cybersecurity in both countries.
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Introduction
In the contemporary world, cyberspace has emerged as a multifaceted and dynamic platform

that serves as a key instrument for human communication, commerce, and the exchange of
information (Habibi, 1399: 55). This environment not only enables virtually unlimited access to
information but has also significantly transformed the nature of social and economic interactions
within societies. Nevertheless, the emergence and expansion of cyberspace have generated serious
challenges across various legal domains, particularly in the field of civil liability. Civil liability, as
a fundamental principle of law, concerns the compensation of damages arising from unlawful or
irresponsible conduct (Ebrahimi, 1395: 110). Within cyberspace, this concept is confronted with
distinctive complexities that require careful and in-depth examination .In the Iranian legal system,
despite legislative developments and the adoption of regulations related to cyberspace, numerous
challenges persist in the area of civil liability. Existing laws especially those addressing the
dissemination of false information, defamation, and violations of privacy are not fully capable of
responding to the growing demands of the digital society (Amiri, 1400: 32). The lack of clarity in
determining liability arising from users’ actions in cyberspace constitutes a significant problem,
necessitating legal revision and reform, particularly with regard to the protection of individual rights
and the preservation of cybersecurity. Moreover, due to insufficient legal education in this field,
many users remain unaware of their rights and responsibilities in cyberspace .By contrast, English
law, as one of the leading legal systems in the field of information and communication technology,
has developed diverse and sophisticated legal frameworks designed to identify and allocate liability
in cyberspace. The laws governing civil liability in the United Kingdom are continually evolving
in response to rapid technological advancements and changing social needs (Ebrahimi, 1395: 54).
Judicial precedents in areas such as defamation, copyright infringement, and privacy have
significantly contributed to the development of effective legal frameworks that may serve as models
for other countries, including Iran .In light of these developments and challenges, this study
undertakes a comparative analysis of civil liability challenges in cyberspace within the legal systems
of Iran and the United Kingdom. The primary objective of this research is to identify and analyze
the similarities and differences between these two legal systems. In particular, the central research
question is: What are the existing challenges in determining civil liability in cyberspace under
Iranian and English law?

Method

This study adopts a comparative approach to examine and analyze the laws, regulations, and
judicial practices related to civil liability in cyberspace in the legal systems of Iran and the United
Kingdom. The data were collected through library-based sources, academic articles, and existing
legal texts. Subsequently, the legal, judicial, executive, technical, and cultural challenges associated
with civil liability in cyberspace were analyzed.
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Results

The findings indicate that in Iranian law, the lack of alignment between existing laws and
technological developments, the absence of specific regulations governing cyberspace, and
weaknesses in the enforcement of laws constitute the main challenges. In the United Kingdom,
despite the presence of advanced legal frameworks such as the General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR), issues such as difficulties in determining the liability of anonymous users and the need to
adapt laws to emerging technologies remain significant. Moreover, in both countries, challenges
such as limited legal awareness among users, weaknesses in the culture of responsible use of
cyberspace, and cybersecurity threats are evident.

Conclusion

Overall, the comparative examination of civil liability challenges in cyberspace under Iranian
and English law demonstrates that, despite structural differences between their legal systems, both
countries face similar difficulties. In both jurisdictions, existing laws are not sufficiently aligned
with the rapid pace of technological developments. In Iran, the absence of comprehensive and
dedicated cyber-related legislation, alongside ambiguities in the interpretation of existing rules, has
created uncertainty in determining users’ rights and responsibilities. In the United Kingdom, despite
more advanced legal frameworks, certain data-related and civil liability regulations still require
revision .From a judicial perspective, attributing liability in cybercrimes is complicated due to user
anonymity, and judicial procedures in both countries have struggled to keep pace with digital
developments, resulting in prolonged case processing and a decline in public confidence.
Administratively, limited financial and human resources, weak inter-agency coordination, and
insufficient oversight have hindered the effective enforcement of relevant laws in both systems,
while public awareness of cyber rights and legal obligations remains low .Technically, both
countries face increasing cybersecurity threats, complex data protection requirements, the absence
of unified information-security standards, and inadequate capacity for detecting and responding to
cyberattacks. Culturally, insufficient digital literacy, the widespread dissemination of harmful
content, and the lack of effective educational programs have exacerbated online harms and
diminished public trust .Ultimately, this study highlights that establishing a safe and healthy
cyberspace requires legislative reform and modernization, enhanced public legal awareness,
strengthened administrative and security infrastructures, and the promotion of responsible online
behavior. Moreover, exchanging experiences and best practices between Iran and the United
Kingdom can contribute significantly to improving user protection and enhancing cybersecurity in
both jurisdictions.
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