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1. Introduction

There is no universally fixed definition for rock art, commonly referred to
internationally as “parietal art.” Generally, any design, symbol, or trace created
intentionally by humans on a rock surface for various purposes can be defined as rock
art. Throughout history, humans have used stone in multiple ways—for habitation,
artistic expression, or symbolic representation. The newly identified rock carvings
discussed in this paper, mostly located on open-air rock surfaces, belong to different
parts of Lorestan Province, specifically within the counties of Delfan, Kuhdasht,
Borujerd, Aligudarz, and Dorud. Quantitatively, these constitute the most extensive set
of rock engravings known in Lorestan to date, and this is the first time they have been
systematically studied as a single assemblage.

1-1. Research Questions

1. What are the techniques and styles used in creating these petroglyphs?

2. To which historical periods can the newly discovered petroglyphs of Lorestan be
attributed?

3. With which other regions can the motifs and forms of the Lorestan petroglyphs be
compared?

1-2.Research Background

A considerable number of petroglyphs across Iran have been studied and identified to
date. The first systematic research in this field was conducted by an Italian
archaeological mission, which in 1958 discovered several rock art panels in the Gazu
region. Other significant studies on Iranian rock art include those conducted at the
Timreh archaeological zone, the Arasbaran region, Lakh Mazar in Birjand, Sirjan and
Shahr-e Babak, Divin Valley in Alvand, prehistoric rock art in Kurdistan, Horand and
Kaleybar, Miyuleh, and Azandarian in Malayer, among others. Lorestan Province is
considered one of the best-known regions for rock art in Iran, attracting extensive
scholarly attention. In terms of research history, MacBurney’s 1969 preliminary report
on the Doucheh and Mir Malas cave paintings is recognized as the first formal
publication on lIranian rock art. In 1969 (1348 SH), Hamid Izadpanah revisited and
reexamined the rock paintings of Homiyan, Mir Malas, and Doucheh. Further studies
have been devoted to sites such as Homiyan, the Bavaki petroglyphs in Azna, and others.
In recent years, several additional sites in Lorestan have also been surveyed, identified,
and analyzed by the present author.

2. Research Methodology

This study employs an analytical-descriptive approach combined with documentary,
library-based, and field research methods. During the library phase, textual sources,
archival documents, photographs, registration files, published articles, and prior
research projects were reviewed. In the descriptive-analytical phase, field observations
were used to document the current condition of the studied samples, focusing on
recording, classifying, and comparing the newly discovered petroglyphs of Lorestan
with those from other regions.
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3.Results

Archaeological surveys conducted in Lorestan Province during 2023-2024 identified
several new petroglyph sites across multiple counties, based on field visits and reports
from local informants. Most of the studied motifs are located on isolated open-air rock
surfaces, created individually or thematically in varying scales. Based on the analyses,
these new discoveries can generally be divided into two main categories: pictographs
(painted motifs) and petroglyphs (engraved or pecked motifs). The Lorestan petroglyphs
examined in this study predominantly feature stylized designs created through pecking,
engraving, or incising techniques. However, in two newly identified sites—Chowarta
Sarsorkhan (Kuhdasht) and Mor Kazem Khan (Nurabad)—painted motifs have also
been observed.

4.Conclusion
This research introduces and analyzes, for the first time, several newly discovered rock
art sites in Lorestan Province. Through meticulous examination and comprehensive
interpretation, these motifs yield significant insights into the symbolic world of their
creators. The compositions are entirely two-dimensional, showing no evidence of three-
dimensional rendering or realism. The precise purpose of their creation remains
uncertain; however, it can be asserted that early humans—deeply attuned to nature and
their surroundings—produced these artistic works in response to the beauty and
inspiration of their environment. These carvings and paintings should be regarded as
cultural and artistic testaments of the ancient inhabitants of the region—valuable
evidence that must neither be underestimated nor their artistic significance diminished.
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