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Research Objective: To investigate the main issue of whether the Jewish religion and
religious practices of Dhunwas (King of Yemen) were the main factors in his downfall,
or whether other political and economic factors also played a role in this event.
Research Methodology: This research analyzes the events using a historical-analytical
method and by examining the political and economic positions of the Byzantine Empire
as the main actor behind the scenes of this event. The main focus is on analyzing the
motives and goals of the Byzantine Empire and its puppet state, Abyssinia.

Findings: According to this research, the main finding is that:

The persecution of Christians by Dhunwas was not the only factor in Abyssinia's
campaign to Yemen and its fall. Although these actions provided the necessary excuse
for intervention, studies show that the political and economic interests of the Byzantine
Empire in the region were the main drivers of this attack. Rome, which did not have the
possibility of directly campaigning in Yemen, used Abyssinia as its ally to exert
influence and protect its interests in the south of the Arabian Peninsula and trade routes.

Conclusion: The fall of Dhunwas cannot be reduced to the religious factor alone
(Judaism and the suppression of Christians). Although this factor was a spark and an
apparent pretext, geopolitical factors, competition between empires, and the economic
interests of the Byzantine Empire played a more decisive role in the planning and
execution of the Abyssinian invasion and the overthrow of the Dhunwas government.
Therefore, this event is the product of a combination of religious motives and political-
economic goals.
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Introduction

This study examines the transformative impact of the introduction of monotheistic religions,
specifically Judaism and Christianity, on the political and social structures of the Arabian
Peninsula, with a focus on 6th-century Yemen. It posits that a ruler's conversion to a new faith
often leads to the persecution of rival religious groups, as exemplified by the reign of the
Himyarite King Dhu Nuwas.

Research Questions

The primary research questions are: What was the position and history of Judaism in pre-Islamic
Arabia? What events led to the persecution of Christians under the Jewish-convert King Dhu
Nuwas? And how did his religious policies ultimately contribute to his downfall and the
collapse of the Second Himyarite Kingdom?

Literature Review

The research is grounded in a review of historical sources, including classical Islamic
historians like al-Tabari and al-Dinawari, as well as modern scholarly works. The literature
details the early migration and establishment of Jewish communities in Arabia, the rise and
fall of the Himyarite kingdom, and the geopolitical rivalry between the Eastern Roman
(Byzantine) and Sasanian Empires for influence over the strategic trade routes of Yemen.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method based on library research. Data has been
gathered and critically analyzed from primary historical sources and secondary scholarly books
and articles to reconstruct the events and analyze the causal relationships leading to Dhu
Nuwas's downfall.

Results

The findings indicate that Dhu Nuwas's conversion to Judaism and his subsequent violent
persecution of the Christian community in Najran were the primary catalysts for his downfall.
This persecution, including the infamous "Episode of the Ditch" (Ashab al-Ukhdud), provoked
an international response. The Christians appealed to the Byzantine Emperor, who, leveraging
his role as protector of Christians and seeking strategic control over Yemen, encouraged his
Christian ally, the Negus of Axum (Abyssinia), to intervene. The resulting Abyssinian invasion
defeated Dhu Nuwas, ended Himyarite rule, and established a Christian proxy state in Yemen,
which was later conquered by the Sasanians.

.Conclusion

The case of Dhu Nuwas demonstrates how a ruler's adoption of a state religion can lead to
internal religious conflict and become a pretext for foreign intervention by rival powers. His
zealous enforcement of Judaism and the brutal suppression of Christians directly triggered the
military campaign that ended his reign. The event highlights the complex interplay between
religious allegiance, internal politics, and the broader geopolitical struggles between the
Byzantine and Sasanian empires over the strategically vital Arabian Peninsula.
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