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Introduction
The phenomenon of power, as one of the fundamental concepts in political thought, has

always been of interest to philosophers and theorists and has a special place in the focus of
philosophical and social analyses. In the meantime, Abu Nasr AlFarabi, a prominent Islamic
philosopher of the 10th century, has dealt with this concept with a deep and systematic look
and has explained it within the framework of his political theory with the term "restraint and
protection". From AlFarabi's perspective, political power lies in the ability of an individual or
group to realize their will in society and to continue this influence. Inspired by Aristotelian and
Platonic philosophy, he considers power to have levels and divides it into two main types:
absolute power, which is in the hands of the "first chief" or the prophet philosopher and carries
divine legitimacy and wisdom, and imperfect power, which is limited to rulers who follow the
tradition and law of their predecessors. In contrast, Ibn Khaldun, a 14th-century thinker,
introduced the concept of "nepotism" as the source of power, presenting a realistic view based
on social dynamics, which considers power to stem from ethnic, kinship, or religious ties. This
study aims to comparatively examine the origin of power and its relationship to legitimacy in
the thought of these two thinkers, analyzing the differences and similarities of their perspectives
and attempting to show how these theories can contribute to a deeper understanding of the
concepts of power and legitimacy in a historical and contemporary context.

Method

This study employs a descriptive analytical approach based on library resources. Within this
framework, the philosophical, social, and political works of AlFarabi and Ibn Khaldun are
examined and comparatively analyzed to identify and interpret the similarities and differences
in their views regarding the origin of power and its relation to legitimacy.

Results

The findings of the study reveal that AlFarabi conceives the origin of power as rooted in
reason and knowledge, expressing it through the concepts of tamakkun (empowerment) and
tahaffuz (preservation). He distinguishes between two levels of power ‘“absolute” and
“imperfect” and attributes true power solely to God, which is exercised over society through
the philosopherprophet and his successors. In contrast, Ibn Khaldun analyzes the origin of
power through both social and religious dimensions, encapsulated in the concept of asabiyyah
(group solidarity). He considers tribal solidarity superior to religious solidarity and emphasizes
the decisive role of collective will and social cohesion in the formation of political power.

Conclusions

The study concludes that the fundamental difference between AlFarabi’s and Ibn Khaldun’s
perspectives lies in the precedence of reason versus will as the source of power. AlFarabi
perceives power as emanating from divine reason and knowledge, deriving its legitimacy from
its connection to revelation and prophecy, whereas Ibn Khaldun locates legitimacy not in reason
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but in social reality and asabiyyah. Accordingly, it can be argued that AlFarabi advocates a
divine rational legitimacy, while Ibn Khaldun emphasizes a socialhistorical legitimacy.

From a philosophical and metaphysical perspective, AlFarabi seeks the origin of political
power in the realm of reason and theology, and distinguishes between two types of power,
namely "absolute power" and "imperfect power." In his view, absolute power belongs to the
"first ruler"; a person who is the sum of theoretical and practical reason and is connected to
truth through revelation and active reason. Such a ruler, due to his possession of divine
knowledge, is self-legitimizing and does not need the consent or approval of the masses of the
people. Legitimacy in this system is transmitted from top to bottom and from divine origin to
society. In contrast, imperfect power, according to AlFarabi, is a type of subordinate and non-
initiative power that appears in "subordinate rulers"; those who, after the absence of the first
ruler, merely have the role of continuing the Sharia system and preserving the existing political
structure, and do not have the right to legislate or innovate in law. From this perspective,
legitimacy in the Farabi system is explained as static and transcendental, and ultimately returns
to the sacred order. On the other hand, Ibn Khaldun, with a sociological and empirical approach,
seeks the origin of power not in the sacred, but within society and in the “nervousness” or bond
of social solidarity. By denying the divine origin of power, he considers it the result of human,
ethnic and cultural dynamics. From Ibn Khaldun’s perspective, political authority is formed on
the basis of cohesion, loyalty, empathy and collective spirit; in other words, power arises from
the heart of society and human relations, not from the divine will or the wisdom of the prophet-
philosopher. In this analysis, legitimacy, instead of having a metaphysical and transcendental
aspect, acquires a social and functional aspect and is measured by the ruler’s ability to ensure
order, security and the continuation of group solidarity. Thus, it can be said that the main
difference between the two thinkers is in the way they link "power" and "legitimacy": AlFarabi
links legitimacy to reason and revelation and interprets power as the manifestation of truth in
the being of the first ruler, while Ibn Khaldun considers legitimacy to be something that comes
from within society and is a function of the stability and efficiency of social structures. AlFarabi
considers politics to be an extension of philosophy and theology, while Ibn Khaldun sees it as
the result of human actions and social forces. Hence, Ibn Khaldun's theory is a step towards
historical rationality and political empiricism and can be considered a background for modern
ideas in the sociology of power. In sum, AlFarabi, by emphasizing divine legitimacy and the
authority of the sacred intellect, provides the theoretical foundation for “legitimate power” in
religious and philosophical systems, while Ibn Khaldun, by analyzing social dynamics and
neurosis, addresses “real” and objective power in the context of society. Combining these two
approaches provides a comprehensive picture of the nature of power in the Islamic tradition, in
which both the spiritual and social dimensions of power play a decisive role in the formation
and continuation of legitimacy.
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