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Research Objective: This research aims to investigate the relationship between the
"Persistence Theory in Delinquency" and the effects of the implementation of the "Single
Supplementary Article Approved on 3/8/1396" in the field of drug crimes in Iran. The main
objective is to explain the effect of this criminal amendment on the continuation or
modification of the cycle of criminal behavior and to examine its role in strengthening or
weakening the persistence theory.

Research Method: This study was conducted with a descriptive-analytical method and using
library resources including criminology texts, criminal laws, and documents related to criminal
policymaking in Iran. Data and concepts related to the persistence theory and the
aforementioned amendment were analyzed.

Findings: The results of the study show that although the 1396 Single Article has taken a step
towards reducing human and social costs by reducing severe punishments (such as limiting
the scope of the death penalty), the lack of attention to the mechanisms of rehabilitation and
resocialization of criminals has caused the cycle of crime to continue among drug offenders.
This, in turn, strengthens the hypotheses of the “theory of persistence in delinquency”.
Conclusion: Simply reducing punishments without comprehensive planning for the
rehabilitation of criminals cannot sustainably prevent recidivism. Therefore, in order to break
out of the vicious cycle of stabilizing delinquency, it is necessary to improve Iran’s criminal
policy through a logical combination of punishment with corrective and resocializing

solutions. Finally, practical suggestions are presented in this regard.
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1. Introduction

Contemporary criminology places significant emphasis on understanding the persistence of
criminal behavior throughout an individual's life, a concept explained by the "Persistence in
Crime Theory." This theory posits that some offenders, once entering the criminal justice
system and being labeled as "criminals,” become further entrenched in criminality rather than
rehabilitating. Concurrently, Iran's criminal policy regarding drug-related crimes has undergone
numerous reforms. A pivotal reform is the "Single Article Amendment ratified on 3/8/1396
(October 25, 2017)," which aimed to mitigate severe punishments, particularly by reducing the
scope of the death penalty. This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach to examine
the relationship between the Persistence in Crime Theory and the consequences of this
amendment.

1.2. Research Questions

The primary research questions guiding this study are:

. What is the relationship between the Persistence in Crime Theory and the effects of the 2017
Single Article Amendment?

Can reducing the severity of punishment (e.g., replacing the death penalty with long-term
imprisonment) break the cycle of crime persistence among drug offenders in Iran?

To what extent has the 2017 amendment been successful in reducing recidivism and
facilitating the resocialization of convicts, considering the theoretical framework of criminal
persistence?

2. Literature Review

The theoretical foundation rests on the "Persistence in Crime Theory," which explains the
continuity of criminal behavior over time due to individual, social, and structural factors. This
is closely linked to:

Labeling Theory (Becker, 1963): Suggests that formal labeling by the justice system can
limit opportunities and reinforce a criminal identity.

Rational Choice Theory (Cornish & Clarke, 1986): Posits that offenders weigh costs and
benefits; ineffective punishments may fail to deter continued criminal activity.

Life-Course Criminology (Sampson & Laub, 2003): Highlights how life events and social
bonds can alter criminal trajectories.

Domestic and international research (e.g., Farrington, 2005; Najafi Abrandabadi, 2015)
indicates that purely punitive policies often fail to reduce crime and may instead strengthen
the cycle of recidivism. Iranian prison statistics show a high percentage of drug offenders are
recidivists, underscoring the issue of persistence.

3. Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. It analyzes the content of the 2017
Single Article Amendment and its legislative history. The analysis is framed through the lens
of criminological theories, particularly the Persistence in Crime Theory, to critically assess the
amendment's potential and actual impact on Iran's criminal policy. The study also involves a
review of relevant judicial rulings, including a unifying opinion from the Supreme Court (No.
772, 2017), to understand the practical application and judicial interpretation of the new law.
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4. Results

The findings indicate that the 2017 amendment represents a significant shift in Iran's criminal
policy from pure severity towards moderation. Key results include:

The amendment's reduction of the death penalty is a positive step, aligning partially with
human rights standards and offering convicts a chance for eventual resocialization.

However, the amendment primarily focuses on reducing punishment severity and lacks
robust, complementary mechanisms for rehabilitation, treatment, and post-release social
support.

The replacement of the death penalty with long-term imprisonment carries its own risks.
Without effective rehabilitation programs, prisons can function as "schools of crime,"
perpetuating the very cycle of persistence the theory describes.

Judicial inconsistencies in applying the amendment's provisions (as seen in the analyzed court
rulings) create uncertainty and can undermine its objectives.

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, while the 2017 Single Article Amendment is a landmark step towards a more
moderate criminal policy in Iran, it is insufficient from the perspective of the Persistence in
Crime Theory. Merely reducing punishment severity without addressing the underlying social
and structural factors that drive recidivism is unlikely to break the cycle of criminal persistence
in drug offenses. The amendment's success is contingent on being supplemented with
comprehensive programs for rehabilitation, vocational training, addiction treatment, and post-
release social and employment support. A holistic criminal policy that balances punishment
with reform and social prevention is essential to effectively combat persistent criminality.
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