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Introduction
The ritual of sacrifice, as one of the oldest and most complex religious and cultural rituals,

has a special place in the myths and epics of different nations. In Iranian culture, sacrifice is
not just a simple act, but a multifaceted ritual that is linked to concepts such as honor, vow,
gratitude, covenant, renewal, and warding off evil and disaster (Anvari, 2002: 5516). On the
other hand, in Greek mythology, sacrifice takes on a more civil and political aspect and acts
as a common food for politics and a means of establishing social order (Burkert, 1983: 35).
These subtle differences in the function and manifestation of sacrifice in the epics of the East
and the West reflect the fundamental differences in the worldviews of these two ancient
civilizations. According to Mircea Eliade, sacrifice is a symbolic recreation of the creation of
the universe (Eliade, 1959: 11), but the manner of this recreation in each culture is unique.The
present study seeks to answer key questions about the forms and manifestations of sacrifice
in the Shahnameh (centered on concepts such as vows, sacrifice, and human sacrifice) and
the Iliad and Odyssey (focusing on animal sacrifice, offerings to the gods, and sometimes
human sacrifice). One of the main goals of this research is to examine whether the motive for
sacrifice in these works is addressed to specific and well-known gods (such as the Olympian
gods in the Iliad and Odyssey) or to a more vague god or transcendent force (such as that seen
in the Shahnameh and the concept of destiny). The article also examines how sacrifice
functions as a “cultural symbol” and reflects the central values of each civilization (Lincoln,
1986: 8). In addition, the role of sacrifice in the formation of collective identity, the
consolidation of sovereignty, and the fundamental opposition of “order and chaos” in both
cultures is addressed. The research method in this article is analytical-comparative and based
on library studies that have been conducted by examining two classical works from the
perspectives of Ferdowsi and Homer on the issue of sacrifice. The strength of this discussion
lies in the analysis and comparison of the commonalities and differences that create the
cultural and intellectual context in the perspectives of the authors of the Shahnameh and the
Iliad and the Odyssey, which pay attention to the philosophical, mythological, social and even
geographical roots. The approach of this research is to extract and compare the themes of
sacrifice in the key examples of each text.

The main goal of this research is to conduct a comparative analysis of the underlying theme
of sacrifice in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and Homer's Iliad and Odyssey, in order to identify the
commonalities and differences in the presentation of this concept and to achieve a better
understanding of the intellectual, religious and mythological structures of the two great
civilizations of Iran and ancient Greece.This study can clearly articulate more dimensions of
the beliefs and convictions of the people of these two civilizations and reveal the hidden
aspects of the culture of these two nations, considering similarities and differences.
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Method

The research method in this article is analytical-comparative and based on library studies. The
data were collected by directly examining the texts of Shahnameh, Iliad and Odyssey as well as
related mythological sources and then analyzed in a comparative framework.

Results

The findings show that although sacrifice is a fundamental ritual in both traditions, they
have fundamental differences in their function and symbolic meaning. In the Iliad and
Odyssey, sacrifice is mainly an “exchange” relationship and a ritual practice with multiple
and personalized gods to achieve worldly goals (such as victory in war). In contrast, in the
mythological part of the Shahnameh, sacrifice in a monotheistic context is more a symbol
of servitude, gratitude, and a means to fulfill the divine will, establish "justice," and cosmic
order. Sacrifice in the Shahnameh has more pronounced ethical and cosmic dimensions,
while in Homer's works, its civil and social aspects are emphasized.

Conclusions

A comparative study of the motif of sacrifice in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and the Homeric epics,
the Iliad and the Odyssey, reveals that this ritual concept, although it has a central presence in
both ancient Iranian and Greek civilizations, has served to express completely distinct worldviews
and cultural values. This research has shown that sacrifice in Homeric literature is mainly a civil,
transactional and pragmatic ritual designed within the framework of a polytheistic system and to
manage human relations with personalized and capricious gods. The main goal here is to gain
support for worldly goals such as victory in battle, safety on a journey or appeasement of divine
wrath. Sacrifice is the common language of this transaction and the cornerstone of social cohesion
in the Greek “polis”. In contrast, sacrifice in the mythological part of the Shahnameh is a cosmic,
moral and symbolic ritual that is carried out in a monotheistic context and centered on the “God
of Life and Wisdom”.Its purpose is not bargaining, but approaching the sacred essence, realizing
justice (asha), strengthening the king's "divine power" and symbolic battle with demonic forces.
Sacrifice here symbolizes an unbreakable covenant between the just ruler and the divine order
that governs the world, and its legitimacy is conditional on the moral virtue of the
sacrificer.Finally, we can say

In the Iliad and Odyssey: sacrifice = a means of exchange with the gods for worldly purposes
and maintaining social order.

In the Shahnameh: sacrifice = a symbol of servitude, realizing cosmic justice and establishing
a covenant with the gods.

These fundamental differences are rooted in the different ontology of the two civilizations:
Ancient Greece depicts a polytheistic and anthropocentric world in which sacrifice is a means of
regulating the tense but necessary relationship of man with equal but more powerful gods.Ancient
Iran, in Ferdowsi's narrative, depicts a monotheistic and fatalistic world in which sacrifice is a
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sign of acceptance of that fate and an effort to harmonize with a moral order higher than personal
gods. Therefore, a comparative study of sacrifice is not just a comparison between two similar
religions, but also a window into a deeper understanding of the intellectual, religious, and social
structures of two great civilizations of the ancient world, each of which provided a unique answer
to fundamental human questions about its relationship with the sacred, society, and destiny. For
future research, one could conduct a comparative study of this concept in other epic texts of the
world or analyze the evolution of the concept of sacrifice from mythology to the heroic and
historical parts of the Shahnameh.
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