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Objective: To explain the challenges arising from the imposition of imprisonment for
prisoners convicted under the criminal title of "deviant educational or propaganda activity
contrary to or contrary to the holy law of Islam" (approved in 1399) and to provide
mitigating solutions for these challenges.

Method: This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method.

Results: The study shows that the most important challenges of imprisonment for this
category of prisoners are:

1. Criminalization of the prison environment. 2- Adverse impact on the prisoner's
socialization process. 3- Adverse impact on the family and community economy

In response to these challenges, the following solutions were identified:

1- For the challenge of criminalization of prison: persuasive measures and solutions based
on specialized classification of prisoners.

2- For the challenge of impaired socialization: support solutions with a psychological
approach.

3- For the economic challenge: support solutions with an economic approach.
Conclusions: An evaluation of these strategies in comparison with the “Executive
Regulations of the Prisons Organization Approved in 1400” shows that despite the presence
of positive components, this regulation has significant shortcomings in the field of
mitigating the challenges of imprisonment for deviant prisoners. The most important of
these shortcomings are: 1- The lack of specific provisions for persuasive strategies related
to these prisoners. 2- The lack of specialized relevance in the decisions of the Prison
Classification Council. 3- Silence on psychological-debate strategies. 4- Implicit permission

to interfere with the prisoners’ beliefs in their enjoyment of fair rights.
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Introduction
The history of criminal law shows that in the not-so-distant past, corporal punishment was

thought to have general and specific deterrence (prevention of recidivism); these punishments
gradually met with opposition from social reformers, which led to their gradual abolition and
the establishment of a new system of punishment based on imprisonment.This type of
punishment has undergone changes and evolutions since its inception and has become the most
common punishment for various crimes over time (Salehi et al., 2019: 105); however, in the
past decades, the effects of abusive imprisonment have attracted the attention of lawyers,
criminologists, and penal scholars, and while creating changes in the legislative and judicial
systems, it has also led experts (Moazami, 2007: 67-69) to conclude that the effectiveness of
imprisonment and its effect on the correction and education of criminals is not the same under
all circumstances and for all criminals, and in some cases, its harmful effects are greater than
its benefits and advantages; in other words, it is necessary to evaluate the effects of
imprisonment separately for some criminals (according to the type of crime they
committed).Considering the criminalization of "educational or deviant propaganda activity that
is contrary to or contrary to the sacred law of Islam" under Article 500 of the Islamic Penal
Code in 2010 - which was first brought to the attention of the Iranian criminal legislator. In this
study, we aim to explain the most important challenges facing the application of imprisonment
to convicts and defendants of deviant groups (subject of Article 500 of the Islamic Penal Code)
using a descriptive-analytical method and using theoretical data and library resources, and to
analyze and evaluate the solutions to mitigate the aforementioned challenges by focusing on
the approach of the current Iranian criminal justice system in general and the Executive
Regulations of the Prisons Organization and the Country's Security and Educational Measures
approved in 1400 in particular.

Method

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method.

Results

The study shows that the most important challenges of imprisonment for this category of
prisoners are:

1. Criminalization of the prison environment. 2. Adverse impact on the prisoner's socialization
process. 3. Adverse impact on the family and community economy

In response to these challenges, the following solutions were identified:

1. For the challenge of criminalization of prison: persuasive measures and solutions based on
specialized classification of prisoners.

2. For the challenge of impaired socialization: support solutions with a psychological
approach.

3. For the economic challenge: support solutions with an economic approach.



CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS FOR IMPOSING PRISON SENTENCES... 3

Conclusions

The challenges of applying imprisonment in recent decades have gradually become apparent
and have been evaluated by experts in various sciences. Given the necessity of evaluating these
challenges separately for certain crimes and criminals, and also with regard to the approval of the
novel criminal title of "educational or propaganda activity that is contrary to or contrary to the
sacred Islamic law" pursuant to Article 500 of the Islamic Penal Code in 2010, explaining the
challenges of applying imprisonment to prisoners (defendants and convicts) of deviant groups
and evaluating their mitigating solutions, focusing on the Executive Regulations of the Prisons
Organization and the Security and Educational Measures of the Country approved in 1400, is a
topic that was addressed in this study in a descriptive-analytical manner.The findings of the
research show that the criminalization of the prison environment, the adverse impact on the
prisoner's socialization, and the adverse impact on the family and community economy are among
the most important challenges of implementing imprisonment in relation to general prisoners and
prisoners of deviant groups in a manner that is proportionate and corresponding to the challenges
explained, and providing solutions to eliminate or modify them is essential; on this basis, in
response to the challenge of the criminalization of the prison environment, persuasive measures
and solutions based on the classification of prisoners, in response to the challenge of the adverse
impact on the prisoner's socialization, support solutions with a psychological approach, and in
response to the challenge of the adverse impact on the family and community economy, support
solutions with an economic approach were identified by the authors and evaluated with regard to
the aforementioned regulations.The results indicate that despite some positive elements such as
considering incentive mechanisms for prisoners to participate in religious and cultural programs,
paying attention to the beliefs, privacy, and mental health of prisoners as essential principles,
anticipating new institutional mechanisms for classifying prisoners and providing financial and
livelihood support to their families, and also the possibility of non-governmental sector
participation in many of the strategies adopted in the executive regulations of the Prisons
Organization and the country's security and educational measures, there are significant
shortcomings in relation to the issue.The shortcomings that have the potential to render the
solutions for modifying imprisonment ineffective, and the most important of them are the lack of
a specific regulation related to persuasion-based solutions for prisoners (defendants and convicts)
of deviant groups, the lack of professional relevance and preventive effect in the decisions of the
Prison Classification Council due to the lack of intellectual and academic expert members in its
composition, the silence regarding psychological-debate solutions focusing on the leaders and
branches of deviant groups, and finally the implicit permission of the intervention of the "belief"
and "thought" of prisoners in order to ensure their fair rights. It is natural that modifying the
challenges of imprisonment for prisoners of deviant groups requires eliminating the
aforementioned disadvantages and providing efficient, logical, and coherent solutions.
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