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Objective: To examine and criticize the intellectual foundations and contradictions in
Don Cupitt's reading of religion, focusing on his views in the book "Sea of Faith". This
criticism mainly focuses on his ontological, epistemological, and theological foundations,
including the primacy of faith over reason, the reductionism of religion to spirituality and
pragmatism, relativism, and the influence of postmodern and positivist ideas.

Method: This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and a critical
approach. The data were extracted by studying the book "Sea of Faith" as the main source
of Cupitt's views, and then his intellectual foundations and conclusions were reviewed
and analyzed in a systematic framework.

Results: An examination of Cupitt's views shows that his intellectual system faces
important contradictions, including:

The primacy of mind over object: which leads to epistemic relativism.

The reduction of God and faith to religious language and practice: which reduces the
transcendent to a purely human and social phenomenon.

A naturalistic and humanistic explanation of religion: which ignores the sanctity and
revelatory origin of religion.

The project of “moral spirituality” instead of religion: This project lacks solid
metaphysical foundations and therefore seems inadequate.

Conclusions: The author of this article concludes that Cupid’s reading of religion, despite
claiming to provide an explanation consistent with the contemporary world, is incorrect
and inadequate due to internal contradictions and the reduction of religion to purely
linguistic, practical, and moral matters. This approach ultimately leads to relativism and

is unable to explain the truth and sanctity of religion.
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Introduction
A critical reading of realism and non-realism in the field of religious faith with an emphasis

on Don Cupid is the main focus of this article. In this work, we attempt to carefully explain the
limits and scope of each of the two perspectives on the divine and religious truths, and analyze
this issue in the field of theology and philosophy of religion by criticizing Cupid's ontological and
epistemological perspective. One of the important and fundamental issues in the philosophy of
religion in today's world is the discussion of realistic and non-realistic explanations of religion
and the language of religion. The fundamental conflict between realism and non-realism in the
field of religion is a debate that has its roots in ontology, epistemology, or semantics. Realists
believe in the language of religion as real and independent of the mind (Hossein Qale Bahman,
2011: 58). Also, from an epistemological perspective, they believe that religious propositions
obtain their truth and justification independently of human minds. In semantics, they believe that
religious concepts and religious language have a true meaning and that religious language is a
true language.

On the other hand, ontological realists consider the existence of religious truths as well as
epistemological truth and justification of religious propositions to be dependent on human minds.
They consider religious language to be only an expression of human feelings or intentions or
spiritual ideals that do not have an existence independent of the mind. Therefore, our discussion
concerns epistemological realism and non-realism, and if we want to prove the meaningfulness
of religious concepts and the truth of religious language, we will call it semantic realism (Hossein
Qale Bahman, 2011: 58) .Non-realists believe that our perception of reality is related to language,
lifestyle and culture. (Hick, 1993: 21-26) Also, in defining reality, they consider human
limitations and relate our perception of reality to the specific conditions in which those
perceptions may be formed. (Trigg, 1990: 48-52).

Don Cupitt argues that religious claims are essentially expressive rather than representative;
that religious truths are beyond our reach; that religious truth is a measure of satisfaction with the
internal standards of religious language; and that, in general, religious claims are systematically
false. (Cupitt, 1993: 74-75) According to this approach, simple religious realism is essentially a
way of thinking rather than a religious belief. The religious non-realist view of religion essentially
interprets religious language, not as language that refers to a transcendent reality, but as language
that refers to our feelings, insights, fundamental moral intentions, our way of looking at the world,
or our moral and spiritual ideals. The non-realist approach to religion is not very old. Cupitt dates
it back to the mid-twentieth century. Historically, he traces non-realism back to critical
rationalism, which dates back to the last two centuries. When thinkers considered the human
intellectual system as a whole to be based on historical and cultural conditions that are completely
variable (Ibid:45) (Some also date it back to about a century and a half ago, to the time of
Feuerbach. (Hick, 1993:3) In the modern period, the beginning of the non-realist argument goes
back to Wittgenstein. In addition to raising the issue of language games, he refers to the category
of grammar and the world-image. By transferring theology to grammar, reaching the essence of
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things is no longer dependent on philosophical analysis in the Aristotelian manner, but now in
their everyday application. Here, religious beliefs are determined according to the application
they have to the believers. On the other hand, according to Wittgenstein, the world is depicted by
language, and the term world-image, that is, our fundamental beliefs, are meaningful in a specific
context, and through that, we can describe the way of living and language games (Alizamani,
2011: 52).

One of the philosophers of the religious non-realism movement in Britain in the twentieth
century is Don Cupitt. He is an associate professor at Cambridge University and head of religious
affairs at Emmanuel College. He was ordained in 1959 by the Bishop of Manchester and officially
began working as a Christian priest in 1960. (Cupitt, 1993: 7) In his view, God is nothing more
than the embodiment of a kind of broad cosmic optimism and a “fundamental trust” that the
universe is our inner helper and helper. In this view, God is no longer an objective being in the
external world (Ibid: 23). For him, the only world that exists is our visible world. The world that
we have made; the world of human life and the world of language. (Ibid: 49)

Method

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and a critical approach.
The data were extracted by studying the book "Sea of Faith" as the main source of Cupitt's views,
and then his intellectual foundations and conclusions were reviewed and analyzed in a systematic
framework.

Results

examination of Cupitt's views shows that his intellectual system faces important
contradictions, including:

The primacy of mind over object: which leads to epistemic relativism.

The reduction of God and faith to religious language and practice: which reduces the
transcendent to a purely human and social phenomenon.

A naturalistic and humanistic explanation of religion: which ignores the sanctity and revelatory
origin of religion.

The project of “moral spirituality” instead of religion: This project lacks solid metaphysical
foundations and therefore seems inadequate.

Conclusions

The author of this article concludes that Cupid’s reading of religion, despite claiming to
provide an explanation consistent with the contemporary world, is incorrect and inadequate due
to internal contradictions and the reduction of religion to purely linguistic, practical, and moral
matters. This approach ultimately leads to relativism and is unable to explain the truth and sanctity
of religion.

1. Non-realism is generally considered at three levels: ontological, epistemological, and
theological. A) Non-realism in the ontological sense means the denial of the world outside the
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mind, and when it is characterized as religious, it denies any real perception of religious
propositions and any view of the outside of these propositions. This view reduces the truth of
religious propositions to how they affect our lives, and instead of talking about the object of faith,
it discusses the nature of faith. The aim of the non-realistic faith project is to bring together
religion and modern life in the modern world, and as a result, to interact more easily with the
internalized God. In this view, while denying the origin and resurrection, the common axis
between realism and non-realism still exists, and that axis is “God,” meaning that the thing that
1s worshipped is the same in both types of thought. B) In the epistemological dimension, it turns
to pragmatism by denying the epistemological foundations of religion.c) In religious studies,
religion is also reduced to spirituality and considered a subset of ethics, and in fact, it is interpreted
as a kind of organizing life.

2. But it must be asked how can unrealistic faithism be classified as faithism, while the
common denominator is merely the word itself, and not faith? Another point is that the evidence
used by Cupit in this theory is not proportional to the claim made, and contradicts the theories of
experts and what is seen in the lives of religious believers.

3. Cupit's theory is self-contradictory and has fallen into the abyss of absolute relativism.

4. Cupit's approach, which is based on "sensualism" and "critical rationalism", cannot deduce
its own theory from those foundations due to epistemological problems.

5.Among other problems of his view is the humanization of religion due to the problems and
changes of Christianity throughout history, and its unjustified generalization to all religious
communities and other religions. He considers faith and traditional religion to be only a
motivating factor for human emotions and internal pressures, and says that God is the summary
of our values, and religious concepts such as "God" should not be considered objective, but rather
God in the sense of our religious ideal. As a result, he not only denies the existence of God and
at least the traditional perception of God, but also negates any idea of ourselves as subjects of
rational and independent consciousness.

6. By criticizing the opinions and foundations and mentioning the requirements of unreality,
it was concluded that the concept of God is informative and that religious statements, in addition
to the dimensions of faith, emotion, and love, are descriptive and not simply non-cognitive.The
next point is that despite other ways, both rational and physical, he considers the knowledge of
truths to be limited to the external senses and considers the world of the mind to be prior to the
object. Of course, in this path he has fallen into contradiction, a severe illusion, and a severely
erroneous view, and has reduced religion to a man-made imagination. His view, in a sense, is if
not atheistic, then unrealistic.
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1. See: Ludwig Wittgenstein, Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus,5.6.
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1.See: Beverly Clrck& Brian Clack, The Philosophy of religion: A Critical Introduction, p.38-46, and p. 100.
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