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Objective: Given the expansion of research activities worldwide and the emergence of
various ethical lapses, the need to address issues of research ethics has become
increasingly important. The aim of this article is to critique and evaluate the book
“Research Ethics: Foundations and Issues”, edited by Mohsen Javadi and colleagues and
published in 2011 by the Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies, in order to assess
its effectiveness in articulating the fundamental principles of research ethics.

Method: This study employs a critical analysis approach. Within this framework, the
book’s structure, content, coherence, adherence to ethical standards, and citation style
were examined to identify its strengths and weaknesses.

Results: The analysis indicates that the book exhibits several shortcomings, including
repetition of content, lack of precision in presenting certain topics, inadequate coherence,
neglect of some ethical standards, and the absence of a consistent and unified citation
style occasionally even contradictory. These issues appear throughout various sections of
the book and have affected its overall scholarly quality.

Conclusions: The findings suggest that, despite the importance of research ethics, the book has
not been fully successful in conveying ethical concepts in a clear, coherent, and comprehensive
manner to researchers. Such deficiencies highlight the necessity of critically reviewing this
work and underscore the need for more reliable and cohesive resources in the field of research
ethics.
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Introduction
Since the establishment of Plato’s Academy, numerous universities have been founded, each

serving different functions throughout history. For instance, early universities were largely
doctrinal in nature, primarily devoted to articulating and defending religious beliefs and
intellectual traditions. However, during the period now known as the “Scientific Revolution” (the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries), the role of university scholars and knowledge producers in
Western Europe underwent a profound transformation. From this era onward, natural
philosophers the predecessors of what would later be called “scientists” in the nineteenth century
were granted the freedom to investigate the mysteries of the cosmos .They began by asking
numerous fundamental questions: What causes celestial bodies to move? What are they made of?
What is light? What are the “forces of nature”? How vast is the universe? How old is it? Where
does humanity fit within this immense expanse? How do we think? Why do we think? What am
I? Is “I think, therefore I am” true? In this way, scholars developed an enduring desire to
understand. These broad inquiries, which helped form the foundations of what we now call
“science,” have occupied the minds of generations of researchers ever since.But what exactly do
we mean when we speak of “science”? A common definition describes it as an effort to explain
reality and generate knowledge that helps predict or prepare for future events. Yet this aim is not
unique to science; other organized systems such as world religions share similar goals. A more
precise description is that science (a) produces a body of robust knowledge through (b) a specific
methodology, and does so within (c) an institutional infrastructure, such as universities and
laboratories. These three dimensions of science knowledge, methods, and infrastructure
presuppose a fourth: (d) a set of ethical values embedded in our academic culture. These values
structure the activities of scientists and provide the public with confidence in the outcomes of
scientific research.

Method

This study employs a critical analysis approach. Within this framework, the book’s structure,
content, coherence, adherence to ethical standards, and citation style were examined to identify
its strengths and weaknesses.

Results

The analysis indicates that the book exhibits several shortcomings, including repetition of
content, lack of precision in presenting certain topics, inadequate coherence, neglect of some
ethical standards, and the absence of a consistent and unified citation style occasionally even
contradictory. These issues appear throughout various sections of the book and have affected its
overall scholarly quality.
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Conclusions

This conclusion underscores that, despite the significance of research ethics, the book under
review requires substantial revision by its authors and editor. Works on research ethics must build
trust among scholars and the public, yet comprehensive resources in this field are limited in Iran
an issue that heightens the importance of critically evaluating such publications.The text
emphasizes that conducting research is part of a broader human endeavor to understand the world,
and researchers are expected to engage in their work objectively and ethically. Nevertheless,
ethical lapses remain possible. Although ethical codes have been introduced to mitigate such
issues, they predominantly focus on oversight and on principles such as informed consent and
confidentiality, which are insufficient to address the full scope of ethical challenges in research

The core problem is that the current system lacks effective mechanisms for cultivating
researchers’ ethical sensitivity and judgment. Ethical review processes should not devolve into
mere checkbox exercises for obtaining approval. Instead, research ethics must foster the
development of moral virtues, attentiveness to ethical complexities, and robust decision-making
skills .Ultimately, the conclusion stresses that producing reliable knowledge within institutional
frameworks requires adherence to appropriate rules and methodologies, while simultaneously
promoting an ethical culture. Ethics in research should extend beyond regulatory compliance to
enhance researchers’ capacity to recognize ethical issues and act responsibly.
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