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Obijective: The main objective of this research is to critique and examine the assumptions
and baseless claims of the book “A Critical Look at the Theoretical Foundations of
Prophethood” by Hojjatollah Nikoei, which has attempted to cast doubt on the
fundamental beliefs of Muslims by raising undocumented doubts, especially in the areas
of the miracle of the Quran, the infallibility of the Quran, and the issue of finality.
Method: This research has evaluated and criticized the author’s assumptions by adopting
an analytical-critical method. In this regard, his arguments regarding the theoretical
foundations of prophethood and criticism of the Quran have been carefully examined, and
its argumentative shortcomings have been revealed.

Results: The study and critique of the book show that the author’s assumptions and
claims in many cases lack valid argumentative support and are based on incorrect
perceptions. The most important points criticized in this research are:

- Expediency in determining the size of the Holy Quran

- Failure to raise trivial and unimportant issues in the Quran

- Mechanisms for overcoming local and regional issues in the Quran

- The gradual revelation of verses and its role in the dynamics of the Quran

- Wrong assumptions about the Holy Bible

- Inaccurate statement of the reasons for the invalidity of the Testaments

Conclusions: Finally, this research shows that the doubts raised in the book in question
do not have the necessary credibility and are based on incorrect and illogical assumptions.
Therefore, not only can they not have an impact on genuine Islamic beliefs, but they
themselves need to review and correct their intellectual foundations.
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Introduction
Undoubtedly, the increasing expansion of communication opportunities and the influence of

social networks in the contemporary era have facilitated the spread of doubts and suspicions, and
various movements and individuals, with different purposes and from different contexts, have
used this opportunity to fight Islam and the Quran. Of course, the published works, which have
been expressed in various audio-visual, written and oral formats, have not and do not have the
same level, but rather they have some strengths and typically fundamental weaknesses. However,
among them, there are works whose doubts do not have a particular precedent in Quranic studies.
Among the books that have attempted to spread doubts and instill doubts about the intellectual
and belief foundations of Muslims in the last two decades, and whose doubts are more powerful
than those of its peers, is the book "A Critical Look at the Theoretical Foundations of
Prophethood" by Hojjatollah Nikoei.In the first part of the book, General Prophethood, the author
presents the reasons for the "generality of prophethood™ and divine guidance towards the servants,
and in the second part, Specific Prophethood, "The reasons for the prophethood of the Prophet of
Islam.” In the third part, he challenges the historical reliability of the Quran and attempts to spread
doubts in this regard. In the fourth part, he also exemplarily addresses the content flaws in various
aspects of the Quran. At the beginning of this section, he highlights the title "A Critical Look at
the Quran: Is the Quran Free of Any Errors and Contradictions?" and raises critical questions and
structurally destabilizing claims against the Holy Quran.

Method

This research has evaluated and criticized the author’s assumptions by adopting an analytical-
critical method. In this regard, his arguments regarding the theoretical foundations of prophethood
and criticism of the Quran have been carefully examined, and its argumentative shortcomings
have been revealed.

Results
The study and critique of the book show that the author’s assumptions and claims in many
cases lack valid argumentative support and are based on incorrect perceptions.
The most important points criticized in this research are:
e Expediency in determining the size of the Holy Quran
o Failure to raise trivial and unimportant issues in the Quran
e Mechanisms for overcoming local and regional issues in the Quran
o The gradual revelation of verses and its role in the dynamics of the Quran
Wrong assumptions about the Holy Bible Inaccurate statement of the reasons for the invalidity
of the Testaments.



CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE ASSUMPTIONS OF QURANIC DOUBTS IN... 3

Conclusions

Finally, this research shows that the doubts raised in the book in question do not have the
necessary credibility and are based on incorrect and illogical assumptions. Therefore, not only
can they not have an impact on genuine Islamic beliefs, but they themselves need to review and
correct their intellectual foundations.

1. The origin of the emergence of critical questions and doubts of the author of the book "A
Critical Look at the Theoretical Foundations of Prophethood" is, knowingly or unknowingly, his
incorrect epistemological and Quranic foundations and assumptions. Although the presence of
preconceptions and assumptions in the mental space of the understanders is considered an
inevitable category, their improvisational intervention or taking them for granted has led to the
author raising fundamentalist doubts and deconstructive claims against the Holy Quran.

2. In the process of understanding any text, especially a revealed text, it is necessary to
demarcate between the three distinct areas of “preconceptions”, "presuppositions” and
"prejudices”. The presence of "preconceptions” for the understanding of any text is also
undeniable. However, it is the mechanism of how the "presuppositions” intervene that can cause
correct, directed and effective understanding.It seems that, when faced with the revealed text, two
cognitive-interpretive dimensions can be distinguished: first) extra-Quranic presuppositions; and
second) intra-Quranic presuppositions. This means that in order to understand the revealed text,
in addition to the existence of “pre-knowledge” and “general presuppositions”, we must also
adhere to some “specific presuppositions” that arise from the intratextual discourse.

3. The most important doubts of the commentator regarding his Quranic presuppositions

2 ¢

include: “using inductive expressions to create doubt”, “desacralizing Muslim beliefs”, “taking
mental presuppositions for Islam”, “reflecting local issues in Quranic verses”, “claiming to create
division and discord in the Holy Quran” and “equating the validity of the Quran with the Torah
and the Gospel”.

4. The answers to these doubts can be found under the following headings: "The usefulness of
subjective evaluations in measuring the volume of the Holy Quran"; "Failure to introduce trivial
and unimportant issues in relation to Quranic verses"”, "Mechanisms for avoiding the presentation
of local issues in the Quran”, "Gradual descent of revealed verses”, "A mistaken assumption of
the Holy Bible", and "Inaccurate statement of the reasons for the invalidity of the two

Testaments".
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