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Objective: This study examines the role of religious debates in the Middle Ages as a tool
for controlling the Jewish community and justifying anti-Semitic policies. The main
objective is to analyze how the church used these debates to limit the influence of Jews
and legitimize actions such as their trials and expulsions.

Method: This study, with a descriptive-analytical approach and citing historical sources,
examines the relationship between the accusations made against Jews (including ritual
murders, usury, insulting Christian sanctities, and witchcraft) and the role of religious
debates in exacerbating these accusations.

Results: The results show that accusations against Jews paved the way for punitive
actions such as their trials and expulsions, and religious debates were used as a
propaganda tool to justify these policies. Also, the surviving texts of these debates, written
by Jews, do not accurately reflect the realities of that period due to historical
manipulations and propaganda purposes, and are mostly polemical and theological in
nature.

Conclusions: The church in the Middle Ages used religious debates to limit Jews, both
in the religious and socio-political spheres. These debates served not only as a means of
intellectual confrontation, but also as a prelude to practical anti-Semitic actions. Also, the
analysis of the content of these texts shows that they should be examined with caution

and within the framework of the propaganda goals of that period.
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Introduction
During the Middle Ages, the Christian world, especially in Europe, was faced with a series

of social, political, and religious developments that had profound effects on power structures
and relations among religious minorities (Davis, 2005). Jews, as one of these minorities in
Christian lands, were often perceived as aliens and a threat to the existing religious and social
order due to their practices and crimes. During this period, the Christian church, seeking to
consolidate its power and influence, used various tools to confront potential threats. One of
these tools was the holding of religious debates, through which the church attempted to
strengthen the legitimacy of its beliefs and demonstrate the superiority of Christianity over other
religions, especially Judaism. These debates, often accompanied by social and political
pressures, provided a platform for the church to propagate its views and paint a negative image
of Jews in the public mind. In these debates, Jews were often in a weak position, and in many
cases, the results of these debates led to their expulsion from Christian lands. Religious debates
between Jews and Christians in the Middle Ages not only reflected the complex religious and
social interactions of the period; they were also an effective tool in the hands of the church to
control and change Jewish beliefs. Through these debates, the church tried to demonstrate the
superiority of Christianity on the one hand and to pressure Jews on the other hand because of
their threatening beliefs and practices. These debates were in a way a confirmation of anti-
Semitic policies and an excuse to impose more restrictions on Jews. As a result, social and
political pressures on Jews increased, and the church and Christian rulers could use this space
to further control society and reduce Jewish influence.

This research attempts to show, by examining the social atmosphere and religious debates
between Jews and Christians in the Middle Ages and the origins and causes of their holding,
that Jews, as a religious minority in Christian lands, committed numerous crimes and created
social disorders, creating serious concerns in Christian society. These crimes and social harms
not only led to accusations and religious debates, but also to the trial and expulsion of Jews
from Christian lands. The church and Christian rulers used these debates as a means of social
control and maintaining religious order. Finally, this study examines the role and impact of
Jewish crimes and religious debates in weakening and controlling them by providing a picture
of the religious and social atmosphere of that time.

Despite a number of studies in Latin that examine debates between Jews and non-Jews in
the Middle Ages - and some of them have been used in this study - many of these works either
do not provide a comprehensive and accurate analysis of these debates or exaggerate them as
evidence of the superiority of Jewish arguments, meaning that Jews always presented strong
and logical arguments, but were ultimately condemned due to predetermined conclusions and
biased tendencies in favor of Christianity. For example, Maccoby, in his book “Judaism on
Trial: Jewish-Christian Debates in the Middle Ages,” analyzed these debates in cities such as
Paris, Barcelona, and Tortosa, and addressed the issue from this perspective (Maccoby, 1993).
Similarly, Sébastien Morlet in his book “Jewish-Christian Debates in Antiquity and the Middle
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Ages: Myths and Realities” (Morlet, 2020). No significant research has been found in this field
among Persian works. Therefore, the distinguishing feature of this article compared to other
studies is its analytical treatment of the subject of debates and their political and social roots
and causes, as well as its analysis of the social atmosphere of the society of that time regarding
the relations between Jews and Christians and its analysis of the debates themselves. By
examining the various dimensions of these debates in more depth and comprehensively, this
study attempts to fill the gap in the research literature and present new perspectives on religious
and social interactions in the Middle Ages. Also, by analyzing the political and social factors
that underpinned these debates in more detail, this research contributes to a better understanding
of their roots and causes and plays a role in the development of historical and social knowledge
in this field.

Method

This study, with a descriptive-analytical approach and citing historical sources, examines the
relationship between the accusations made against Jews (including ritual murders, usury, insulting
Christian sanctities, and witchcraft) and the role of religious debates in exacerbating these
accusations.

Results

The results show that accusations against Jews paved the way for punitive actions such as
their trials and expulsions, and religious debates were used as a propaganda tool to justify these
policies. Also, the surviving texts of these debates, written by Jews, do not accurately reflect
the realities of that period due to historical manipulations and propaganda purposes, and are
mostly polemical and theological in nature.

Conclusions

The church in the Middle Ages used religious debates to limit Jews, both in the religious and
socio-political spheres. These debates served not only as a means of intellectual confrontation,
but also as a prelude to practical anti-Semitic actions. Also, the analysis of the content of these
texts shows that they should be examined with caution and within the framework of the
propaganda goals of that period.

In studying the religious debates between Jews and Christians in the Middle Ages, one can
understand the depth of the religious and social interactions of this period. These debates, which
were often held under the supervision and guidance of the church, were part of an organized effort
by Christianity to establish its supremacy and reduce the influence of Jews in Christian lands. The
church used these debates as a means through which to strengthen its power and maintain
religious unity against what it perceived as external threats. These debates were not limited to
religious spheres, but were also political and social tools that allowed the church and Christian
rulers to control and manage society through them. One of the important reasons and objectives
for holding these debates was the accusations and crimes that were raised against the Jews.These



New Research in Islamic Humanities Studies, Volume 4, Issue 7, 2025 4

charges included ritual murders, threats to social security and violations of Christian moral
principles, usury, disrespect for Christ and the Christian holy places, witchcraft, and conspiracy
against the political and social system. Jews were in a weak position in the debates because of
their actions and behaviors that were contrary to Christian principles and values. The church used
these debates to reinforce the negative image of Jews in the public mind, thus paving the way for
further restrictions and pressures on this religious minority. In the tense atmosphere of this period,
religious debates became a platform for demonstrating the power and influence of the church. In
addition to emphasizing the religious superiority of Christianity, these debates were also a means
of justifying and reinforcing the anti-Semitic policies of the church and Christian rulers. Through
these debates, the church could attract public support and gain greater legitimacy for exerting
pressure on the Jews. As a result, Jews were subjected to pressure not only in the religious sphere,
but also in the political and social arenas. These pressures included inquisitions, torture, and in
many cases, expulsion from Christian lands.

Although these debates often ended in favor of the church and Christian rulers, they also
provided opportunities for the development and exchange of religious and philosophical ideas.
From this perspective, religious debates played a dual role: both a tool of repression and a
platform for discourse.

Finally, examining religious debates between Jews and Christians in the Middle Ages allows us
to understand not only the complex and reciprocal religious and social relations of the period, but
also how religious tools were used to achieve political and social goals. At the same time, it should
be noted that the historical examination of the text of these debates faces serious challenges, as
evidence shows that the texts related to these debates, including the Barcelona Debate, have
undergone changes and manipulations over time. These distortions do not provide an accurate and
reliable reflection of historical facts. In particular, the numerous manuscripts of this debate, which
are clearly a combination of historical facts and literary-polemical elements, have served more than
evangelical and theological purposes. This diversity and changes in the texts cause the debates
between Jews and Christians in the Middle Ages to be interpreted as a literary work with polemical
layers and specific purposes serving Jewish goals, rather than as an objective report, and as a result,
it cannot be accepted as a narrative completely faithful to historical truth.
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