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Objective: The objective of this study is to examine the relationship between logic and
language, along with their constituent elements, from the perspective of Abu Hamid
al-Ghazali, particularly in light of the fact that his approaches to linguistic philosophy can
be classified into the logical and the metaphysical domains.

Method: The research method is based on the examination and content analysis of
al-Ghazalis treatises, as well as books and articles related to his philosophy. The data have
been extracted from his primary texts and relevant secondary studies.

Results: The findings indicate that al-Ghazali, similar to philosophers such as al-Farabi,
Ibn Sina, and later thinkers like Mulla Sadra, discusses various types of existence in
general and linguistic modes of existence in particular, including verbal and scriptural
existence. He also addresses the relativity of empirical propositions and the conventional
nature of the assignment of words and their signification within the framework of
definition and syllogism.

Conclusion: Based on his corpus in the field of the philosophy of language, three types of
language can be identified: analogical language, language without modality, and the language
of no-language. Detailed discussion of these types is provided within the article. Moreover, the
analysis of al-Ghazali’s views shows that he seeks to establish a clear boundary between
language and reality. His perspective also offers a framework for understanding the
expressibility of religious and philosophical concepts.
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Introduction
In the second volume of his History of Philosophy (1985), Copleston divides Islamic

philosophy into two branches: Eastern and Western. He places thinkers such as al-Kindi,
al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, and al-Ghazali in the Eastern tradition, and Ibn Rushd in the Western. What
is particularly noteworthy in this classification is the inclusion of al-Ghazali in the Eastern
group, despite the fact that many contemporary Islamic thinkers do not consider him a
philosopher at all, and some even portray him as an anti-philosophical figure (Yathribi, 2004,
2011), emphasizing his strongly religious and mystical inclinations. For example, Yathribi
(2011, pp. 5-24), in discussing al-Ghazalis anti-philosophical tendencies, writes: “Al-Ghazali
fought against philosophy and the natural sciences and even mathematics and logic with such
animosity that, as Ibn Rushd said, his actions were not ignorance but malice. With his particular
religious and social standing, al-Ghazali inflicted such a blow on reason and intellectual inquiry
that it could no longer recover easily. As a result, intellectual talents and superior cognitive
capacities continued their efforts under the relatively accepted and legitimate frameworks of
the time, namely kalam and Sufism, and were placed in their service. Although Ibn Rushd, less
than a century after al-Ghazali, strove to revive philosophy, it was as if it were already too late;
despite all his struggles, he achieved no significant result, for the dominance of Asharism on
the one hand and the prevalence of mysticism and Sufism on the other had restricted the space
for rational inquiry and philosophical thinking far more than lbn Rushd could overcome .

Elsewhere, Yathribi (2004, p. 15) states: “I believe that after al-Ghazalis fierce and
destructive assault, philosophy in the Islamic world grew weak and could no longer maintain
its independence “.In any case, whether we label al-Ghazali a philosopher, a mystic, a
theologian, or even an opponent of philosophy, his thought contains significant dimensions of
linguistic philosophy especially considering his affinity with logic. This article examines his
views in the philosophy of language through two major lenses: logic and metaphysics.

Method

The research method is based on the examination and content analysis of al-Ghazalis
treatises, as well as books and articles related to his philosophy. The data have been extracted
from his primary texts and relevant secondary studies.

Results

The findings indicate that al-Ghazali, similar to philosophers such as al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, and
later thinkers like Mulla Sadra, discusses various types of existence in general and linguistic
modes of existence in particular, including verbal and scriptural existence. He also addresses
the relativity of empirical propositions and the conventional nature of the assignment of words
and their signification within the framework of definition and syllogism.
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Conclusion

In this article, we examined the relationship between logic and language and their
constituent elements in the linguistic philosophy of Ghazali. In works such as Miyar al 1Im
fi al Mantiq, al Mustasfa min Ilm al Usul, Ihya Ulum al Din, and Mahakk al Nazar, Ghazali
addresses the phenomenon of language both directly and indirectly. For example, in the first
of these treatises, he discusses different modes of existence, including external, mental,
spoken, and written existence. According to Ghazali, external and mental existence are real
and universal, shared across nations and peoples, whereas spoken and written existence are
conventional and vary from one community to another.

Furthermore, in his discussion of definition, he refers to spoken and written existence and
evaluates their relation to conception and assent. In his treatment of designation and signification,
he distinguishes between the real relationship associated with mental existence and the non-real
relationship associated with linguistic existence. In his discussion of syllogism, he also describes
verbal discourse as conventional .Finally, within Ghazali’s philosophy of language, analogical
language pertains to the realm of the visible world, whereas language without modality and the
language of no language belong to the realm of the unseen. The language of analogy without
modality lies beyond the domain of logic-centered language and must be examined within a
different conceptual framework.
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